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Prince George Electric Cooperative is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

Electric cooperatives in Virginia, 
Maryland and Delaware 
are preparing to accept 

applications for their scholarship 
from high school seniors who 
intend to pursue higher education 
studies.

� e scholarships are awarded by 
the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware 
Association of Electric Cooperatives 
Education Scholarship Foundation, 
which since 2001 has provided 
approximately 998 scholarships to 
graduating high school students 
totaling more than $900,000.

� e open date for applications is 
Jan. 30, 2023, while the application 
deadline is April 3, 2023. Award 
recipients will be noti� ed no later than 
June 1, 2023. � e online application 
and additional information is posted at 
vmdaec.com/scholarship. 

Any high school or home-schooled 
senior graduating in spring 2023, and 
whose primary residence is served 
by a VMD member cooperative like 
Prince George Electric Cooperative, 

is eligible to apply for a $1,000 
scholarship to be applied to a two- 
or four-year college or trade school. 

An applicant must be entering his 
or her � rst semester at a post-secondary 
or technical/trade school in the fall 
of 2023. Scholarship funds, which 
will be sent directly to the educational 
institution, must be used toward 
tuition, student fees, room and board, 
or textbooks.  

� e Foundation’s board of directors 
will select recipients based on these 
weighted criteria: � nancial need at 
40%, academic achievement at 40% and 
personal statement at 20%. Questions 
about donations and the application 
process should be directed to 
scholarship@vmdaec.com.

Manager’s Message
Casey Logan
President and CEO  

Blocked air vents force your heating 
system to work harder than necessary and 
increase pressure in the ductwork, which 
can cause cracks and leaks to form. 

Make sure all air vents are unobstructed 
from furniture, drapes or other items to 
ensure su�  cient circulation throughout 
your home. If necessary, purchase a vent 
extender, which can be placed over a vent 
to redirect air fl ow from underneath furniture. 
Source: energy.gov

Prince George Electric Cooperative o�  ces will 
be closed Monday, Jan. 2, for the New Year 
holiday.

Energy-E�  ciency
Tip of the Month

PGEC O�  ces Closed 
for Holiday

Scholarships Available 
for High School Graduates
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ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

JUNE 19-23
WASHINGTON, D.C.

YOUTH TOUR
2 0 2 3

What did

do last
Summer?

What did

do lastYouApply 
Today!

Discover leadership lessons from our nat ion’s 
history,  make l i fe long fr iends,  and be immersed 

in the cooperat ive spir i t  that  bui l t  our nat ion.

While driving any time of year, be 
aware of electrical hazards you may 
encounter on the road.

If you are driving a� er a storm, keep 
away from downed power poles, downed 
power lines, and damaged electric 
equipment. Downed and damaged electric 
equipment can still carry electricity. 
Coming in contact with the equipment 
could shock or kill you.

If you are in a car accident with a 
power pole, do not leave the car until 
utility professionals tell you it is safe. 
A� er a car accident, it may be instinctive 
to get out if you can. In this case, the safest 
place is almost always inside the car.

If the car is in contact with electrical 
equipment or power line, it could remain 
energized. Stepping outside could be 
deadly if your body becomes the path 
to ground for electricity. Even if a 
power line has landed on the ground, 
there is still the potential for the area 
near your car to be energized. Call 911 
and wait for the utility to arrive on the 
scene to ensure the line is de-energized.

Stay inside the vehicle unless there’s 
� re or imminent risk of � re.

If you must get out because of a 
� re, jump clear of the vehicle without 
touching it and the ground at the same 
time. � en hop with feet together so 
there will not be a voltage di� erence 
between your feet, which would give 
electricity the chance to � ow through 
your body. Hop as far away as you can. 
Remember: do not get out unless you 
have to.

Electrical Equipment 
and Power Lines

DRIVING SAFETY

New Year, 
New Savings.

Visit our website to learn 
about programs to help you 

save energy and money.

pgec.coop
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Emotions ranging from tears to laughter spanned the 
two hours that 20 employees of Community Electric 
Cooperative and Prince George Electric Cooperative 

devoted last week to a “Ready Bag Packing Party” held to 
support families whose children are a�  icted with cancer.

During the packing party, the cooperatives’ 10-member teams 
placed toiletry items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, 
lotion, body wash and a digital thermometer into 50 bags that can 
help families meet tangible needs during unexpected hospital stays.

� e community service event was held as part of the 
cooperatives’ partnership with the Roc Solid Foundation, a 
Chesapeake-based nonpro� t organization founded in 2009 to 
build hope for every child and family � ghting pediatric cancer. 
� e Foundation partners with children’s hospitals across the 
United States to distribute Ready Bags containing essential items 
when children are diagnosed with cancer.

� e cooperatives’ alliance will be a months-long endeavor 
that will feature a variety of “competitive” activities between 
their respective teams to help the Roc Solid Foundation sustain 
families under duress. Another event took place in December. 
Cooperation Among Cooperatives is one of the seven core 
principles adopted decades ago by the International 
Co-operative Alliance.

“I have lost the majority of my family members to cancer, so 
any way that I can give back to help make someone else’s journey 
have a smile, I’m all in!” says Mitch Simmons, manager of 
information technology at Community Electric.

“Today happens to mark the eight-year anniversary of 
my father’s passing. Quite a coincidence, but also a humbling 
reminder,” PGEC Executive Assistant Debbie Grein says.

“I love how relentless Roc Solid is in giving back and 
providing hope to families during some of the most horrible 
moments,” said Jessica Parr, CEC’s manager of communications.

� is charitable work exempli� es another of the core values 
— Concern for Community — that is a bedrock of electric 
cooperative operations throughout the nation. CEC President 
and CEO Steven Harmon and PGEC President and CEO 
Casey Logan participated in the packing party.

Approximately 16,000 children are diagnosed with cancer 
in the United States annually. Families and businesses that wish 
to support this project are welcome to drop o�  items that can 
go into the Ready Bags from Dec. 1 through Dec. 15 in the 
Community Electric Cooperative o�  ce lobby in Windsor 
and at the Prince George Electric Cooperative drive-thru 
window in Waverly.

Tears, Laughter Span Charitanble Event
Cooperative employees help families fi ghting pediatric cancer

Scan the code to 
read more online.
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We all have our favorite season. Some people love 
crisp, cool weather and bundling up under a favorite 
blanket, while others prefer the warm temperatures 

summer brings and all fun outdoor activities that go with it. 
But there’s one thing we can all agree on: high winter bills 

are never fun. Prince George Electric Cooperative is here to 
help you � nd ways to manage your home energy use and keep 
winter bills in check. 

Here are some tips to help increase your home’s energy 
e�  ciency this winter:

Mind the thermostat. � is is one of the easiest ways to 
manage your home energy use. We recommend setting your 
thermostat to 68 degrees (or lower) when you’re home. When 
you’re sleeping or away for an extended period of time, try 
setting it between 58 and 62 degrees; there’s no need to heat 
your home when you’re away or sleeping and less active. 

Button up your home. � e U.S. Department of Energy 
estimates that air leaks account for 24% to 40% of the 
energy used for heating and cooling a home. Caulking and 
weatherstripping around windows and doors is another simple, 
cost-e� ective way to increase comfort and save energy. If you 
can feel dra� s while standing near a window or door, it likely 
needs to be sealed. 

Use window coverings wisely. Open blinds, drapes or 
other window coverings during the day to allow natural 
sunlight in to warm your home. Close them at night to keep 
the cold, dra� y air out. If you feel cold air around windows, 

consider hanging curtains or drapes in a thicker material; 
heavier window coverings can make a signi� cant di� erence in 
blocking cold outdoor air. 

Consider your approach to appliance use. When 
combined, appliances and electronics account for a signi� cant 
chunk of our home energy use, so assess how e�  ciently you’re 
using them. For example, if you’re running the dishwasher or 
clothes washer, only wash full loads. Look for electronic devices 
that consume energy even when they’re not in use, like phone 
chargers or game consoles. Every little bit helps, so unplug 
them to save energy.

� ink outside the box. If you’re still feeling chilly at home, 
think of other ways to warm up — beyond dialing up the 
thermostat. Add layers of clothing, wear thick socks and 
bundle up under blankets. You can even add layers to your 
home! If you have hard-surface � ooring, consider purchasing 
an area rug to block cold air that leaks in through the � oor.

If you’re taking steps to save energy but continue to see 
major increases in your bills, give us a call at 804-834-2424 or 
inquire about a home energy audits. Quali� ed energy experts 
can help identify areas and other factors impacting your home 
energy use and recommend next steps for savings.

Winter months o� en bring some of the highest energy bills 
of the year. By being proactive about saving energy, you can 
increase the comfort of your home and reduce monthly bills. 
Visit pgec.coop for additional energy-saving tips.

Fight the Winter Chill 
and Save Energy

Get cozy under 
your favorite blanket 

for additional warmth. 
Don’t forget to bundle 

up your furry 
friends, too.
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