Prince George Electric

Cooperative News
Save the date!
SEPT.

30
PGEC’s Annual Members’ Meeting is
Monday, Sept. 30, 2019. At PGEC
every customer is a member-owner of
the business. Unlike other electric
utilities, your Co-op exists to make
sure your needs are met, not to make
a proﬁt. And since every electric co-op
is locally owned and operated, your
Co-op is always there with you,
reinvesting in your community. So plan
to come out in September, chat with
your neighbors, and learn what your
Cooperative has accomplished and
has plans to accomplish.

Nominating Committee Report

T

he Nominating Committee, appointed in accordance with the Bylaws of Prince
George Electric Cooperative, met at the Cooperative office June 19, 2019. The
Committee nominated the following candidates to serve as directors of the
Cooperative, subject to the vote by the membership at the Annual Meeting of Members
scheduled for Sept. 30, 2019.
THREE-YEAR TERMS
District 1 – Bland
District 4 – Cobham-Blackwater
District 6 – Stony Creek-Sussex Courthouse

Brian E. Coey
John M. Brock, Jr.
Randolph G. Williams

NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Irwin W. Eversole – District 1
T. Wayne Chappell – District 3
Thomas C. Moore, Jr. – District 5
James E. Hill – District 7
Patricia J. Moneymaker – District 9

Stephen L. Pettler – District 2 (Absent)
Vernelle Rickmond – District 4
Allen D. Vaughen – District 6
Janice Chappell – District 8
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Ofﬁces will be closed Monday, Sept. 2,
in observance of Labor Day.
Call 804-834-2424 for
24-hour emergency service.
Have a safe and happy holiday!

Prince George Electric Cooperative

SIGN UP

TODAY!

Featuring ultra-fast
internet and unlimited
local and domestic
long-distance calling.

Pre-register TODAY to be notified when service
is available in your area at RURALBAND.coop.
Simply enter your address to sign up for updates.

Rural. Reliable. Revolutionary. Responsible.
What does it mean to pre-register? It means you are expressing an interest in taking service.
There is no financial commitment.
What services will RURALBAND offer? High-speed, fiber-optic internet and local and long-distance phone service.
Our internet speeds range from up to 50 Mbps to 1,000 Mbps (1 gigabit), which is 250 times faster than DSL.
What if I live outside the eligible area?
We encourage everyone to go ahead and
register. RURALBAND is continuing to build out
and plans to connect the entire Prince
George Electric Cooperative membership.

RURALBAND
4

CONNECTING PEOPLE

Youth Tour

I

f you need a guide next time you go to
Washington, D.C., four youths from
Prince George Electric Cooperative’s
(PGEC) territory have the knowhow to
take you through the city.
Sarah Marks, Gabbey Miner, Alyssa
Stadler and Sara Radford represented
PGEC on the prestigious Electric Cooperative
Youth Tour. They were among the 1,800
youths from 43 states who converged on
Washington, D.C., for a firsthand look at
government, culture and activities in the
nation’s capital.
“I had heard from some kids that went
on the trip last year and they really enjoyed
it and they said it was a really nice trip,”
said Sarah. “I expected to have a great time
and to learn a lot, and I did have a great
time and I learned a lot.”
Cynthia Hasley, an Advanced Placement
United States history teacher at Prince George
High School, accompanied the four as a
chaperone. She too was amazed at how much
ground the tour covered during its run from
Sunday, June 16, to Thursday, June 20.
“It’s an opportunity that not many kids
get to experience,” she said. “They really
can take this with them for the rest of
their life.”
The students, all from Prince George
High, were eligible for consideration
because their parents are members of
PGEC. They hit the Jefferson Memorial
and a Potomac River cruise on the very
first day. Monday brought a trek up and
down the National Mall to the Lincoln
Memorial and other monuments, a visit to
the African American History Museum,
and a stop at Nationals Park, though the
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ballgame between Washington and
Philadelphia was rained out.
The tour followed up with stops at
Arlington National Cemetery, the White
House gates, the National Zoo, the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts,
Capitol Hill and the Pentagon. No wonder
the feet got a little weary by the end.
“Although I have been to D.C. many
times, there was something each day that
we did that I had never done before,” said
Sarah, who’d definitely recommend the
tour to other students. “One of my favorite
places we visited was the African American
History Museum.”
The PGEC delegation was part of a group
of 54 students organized by the Virginia,
Maryland & Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives.
“We had an exceptional group of young
people on this year’s tour,” said Andrew
Vehorn, vice president of governmental
affairs at the association and Youth Tour
director.

Above, left: L-R, Sara Radford, Sarah Marks,
chaperone Cynthia Hasley, Gabbey Miner,
Alyssa Stadler pose in front of the U.S.
Capitol. Above, right: PGEC students and
chaperone at the Jefferson Memorial.
Below: Students observe the Changing of
the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier at the Arlington National Cemetery.

“They were enthusiastic and energetic,
and even though we did our best to tire
them out, they enjoyed experiences that
will serve them and their cooperative
communities well into the future,”
Vehorn said.
Cooperatives have seven principles
they live by: democratic member control,
concern for community, autonomy and
independence, education and information,
members’ economic participation,
cooperation among cooperatives, and
voluntary and open membership.
This trip helps support these values,
instilling the cooperative difference in our

Prince George Electric Cooperative

future members. Students see firsthand
that their cooperative cares about their
future, how government works, that
everyone has an equal opportunity to earn
a spot on the trip, and that they have a
voice — a big voice — since they are four
of 1,800 students from across the United
States represented this week.
Since 1964, the nation’s cooperative
electric utilities have sponsored more than
65,000 high school juniors and seniors to
visit their U.S. congressional delegations,
learn from energy and grassroots
government education sessions and
sightsee in Washington, D.C. NRECA
is the national service organization
representing the nation’s more than 900
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric
cooperatives, which provide electric
service to 42 million people in 47 states.
For more information about the
Youth Tour program, visit youthtour.coop.
To learn how you can participate in
Prince George Electric Cooperative’s
Youth Tour program,
contact Renee
Chapline at
804-834-8550.

Above: PGEC students and chaperone spell
out VOTE on the grounds of Arlington
Cemetery. Right: Chaperone Cynthia Hasley
and Sarah Marks study a panda at the
Smithsonian National Zoo. Below: The
PGEC delegation was part of a group of
54 students organized by the Virginia,
Maryland & Delaware Association of
Electric Cooperatives, shown here in front
of the White House. Nationally, about 1,800
participants attended from 43 states.

In Our Community

P

rince George Electric Cooperative (PGEC) was pleased to be a part of Fort Lee
Federal Credit Union’s (FLFCU) Members & Friends Day on Friday, June 28, at
Fort Lee. Lunch, ice cream and giveaways were available to those who stopped by.
Our partners spread the word about FLFCU’s products and services while handing out
goodies. Fort Lee Fire & EMS were on hand with their Safety House, which helps
educate what to do in dangerous weather situations.
Cooperatives are member-driven, not profit-driven. Prince George Electric Cooperative
operates much like a credit union. PGEC is an independent utility owned by its
customers. Unlike investor-owned utilities, cooperatives set their rates strictly to cover
the cost of doing business. If annual revenues exceed costs, co-op members get a credit.

Prince George Electric Cooperative mini members cool off with some treats from the PGEC
ice cream bike. PGEC employees Brooke Hochstetler, marketing specialist, and Renee
Chapline, vice president of communications & government affairs, worked the event and
were happy to see so many smiling faces!
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